PITTSFIELD SCHOOL BOARD - Public Input Norms
(Modeled after Policy BEDH: Public Participation at Board Meetings)

The Pittsfield School Board values public participation and encourages community input as part of its
commitment to transparent and responsive governance. To ensure that public comment is respectful,
orderly, and productive, the following norms will guide public input at board meetings:

1. Sign In and Identify Yourself

All individuals wishing to speak must sign in before the meeting or prior to the public input portion.
Please state your name and, if applicable, your role (e.g., parent, resident, staff member) before making
your comment.

2. Time Limits

Each speaker is limited to three (3) minutes. The board chair may adjust time limits depending on the
number of speakers and the length of the agenda. Speakers representing the same group or topic are
encouraged to select a spokesperson.

3. Respectful and Civil Discourse

Comments must be civil, respectful, and appropriate for a public setting. Personal attacks, profanity, or
inflammatory remarks will not be tolerated. Applause, clapping, or verbal disruptions are discouraged
during public input.

4. Topics Permitted During Public Input

Public comment should relate to district matters, policies, procedures, or governance. The board does
not permit public discussion of individual personnel, students, or confidential matters in public session
(per RSA 91-A and FERPA).

5. Board Response Protocol

The board does not engage in discussion or answer questions during public comment. The
superintendent may be asked to follow up on specific concerns after the meeting.

6. Board Chair’s Role

The board chair is responsible for facilitating the public input session. The chair may end a speaker’s
time or rule a speaker out of order if the norms are violated.

7. Written Comments

Community members may submit written comments to the board through the superintendent’s office.
Written submissions will be shared with all board members.

8. Public Input Is One Part of the Meeting

Public input is not a debate or dialogue. It is one way the board receives feedback. Board business
continues after public input, and members may use public feedback to inform future discussions or
agenda items.

We appreciate your engagement and respectful participation.

Together, we strive to create a safe, inclusive, and responsive school environment for all.



